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have no king," but not " We will have an impotent and
useless king."

The resolutions proposed by Mirabeau were carried
with Chapelier's amendments. Barnave and his friends
claimed the victory, for Mirabeau in his first speech had
maintained the inad vis ability of entrusting the right of
declaring peace and war to the legislature, and it had
now been enacted that war should be declared by a vote
of the Assembly. Yet when we consider all the circum-
stances, it is plain that Mirabeau was justified in
boasting that he had struck a telling blow in defence of
the Monarchy. Although he had fallen back from the
ground he had first occupied, he had successfully held
the key of the position. The resolutions he first
proposed would have left the right of declaring peace
and war unimpaired in the hands of the executive;
they only affirmed the right, which the Assembly already
possessed, of refusing supplies and calling the ministers
to account. Barnave, on the other hand, would have
left it to the Assembly, and to the Assembly alone, to
declare peace and war. The decree finally carried
conferred the right of declaring war on the Assembly,
but only on the initiative of the king and subject to his
sanction. The contagion of no sudden frenzy, no
passionate and precipitate vote of their representatives,
could plunge the nation into war without the co-opera-
tion of the executive. The future, it is true, was to show
that these checks were practically worthless. But what
constitutional clauses would have availed a king bereft
of all freedom of action, the prisoner of a terrorised
legislature 3

Mirabeau boasted that he had formed a constitutional